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NAB Executive Director Report – Fall 2025 – Dr. Harry Kelm 
 

In any report about what is happening in the NAB, there needs to be a recognition of God’s gracious leading and working. 
God has directed the NAB to the following four specific “Ends” that encompass our primary ministry. 

 NAB churches will be trained to engage in missional ministries. NAB leaders are trained to missionally reach their 
communities for Jesus Christ. God is calling us to embrace God’s mission by reaching out to those God is working in 
all around us. In doing, this we multiply ministries and endeavour to plant and revitalize churches. 

 NAB churches will seek opportunities to engage cross-culturally. We are assisting churches to engage their 
communities cross-culturally. We believe God is raising up a church of many peoples and nations. Our intention is 
to be unified in Jesus as a diverse people of God and learn from one another. 

 NAB churches will develop spiritual leaders. We are developing leaders by raising up younger men and women to 
lead the church. God is working in and through the lives of emerging leaders. We believe God calls us to elevate 
new leaders by encouraging, affirming, and engaging young leaders. 

 NAB churches will send and support NAB international missionaries. We are recruiting, sending, and supporting 
NAB international missionaries. We believe God has called us to reach out to those who do not yet know Jesus and 
to work alongside the global Church to reach others for Jesus.  

Let me share some of the exciting things God has done and is doing in the NAB: 

The Gathering 2025 & FUSE Trips – This past summer, we had The Gathering 2025, a missional plunge for NAB teens. It 
was a blessing to see the passion of our NAB youth to serve others. Out of this group, we are hoping to recruit students for 
two short-term mission trips called FUSE Teams to embark on trips over the next two years. 

Fit Assessments – Fit Assessments are a key part of the NAB focus on church multiplication. They assess key ministry 
characteristics that are needed to be effective in multiplication. This assessment brings participants to consider the 
challenges they might face in multiplication. Assessing is also done for missionary service. Further growth 
recommendations are given to participants. We annually have two assessments in the US and one in Canada.  

Year of Equipping – The NAB is seeing a great response in this missional training experience for younger leaders. It is a 
nine-month cohort that has monthly Zoom calls and in-person gatherings every three months. Younger leaders are being 
identified and equipped. We appreciate the financial support from churches and associations in helping leaders participate. 

Missional Movement – The NAB continues to train missionally. We are seeing strategic partnering with schools – one 
school refers at-risk children to an NAB after-school program. NAB churches are engaging in food and clothing distribution. 
Churches are teaching ESL and providing key resources to immigrants. Churches are engaging in literacy programs and job 
placement help. In all these relationships being developed, they share the life, love, and message of Jesus. 

Church Multiplication – There is a growing movement throughout the NAB to consider the possibilities of church planting. 
Churches are being brought together to investigate the benefits and changes of church planting. Many NAB churches are 
also identifying their need to revitalize. The NAB is bringing together resources to encourage this revitalizing.  

Missions Mobilization – Shan Reed has been hired by the NAB to be a missions mobilizer. Shan has recently returned to 
North America after serving for many years as an NAB missionary in Japan. She will work with churches and their mission 
committees, as well as with regional and church mission conferences, and she will also help recruit new missionaries. 

Recruiting Efforts – We are excited about the interest we are seeing in NAB churches of people considering the possibility 
of serving as missionaries. We are actively working with these individuals and would ask for your prayers in this regard.  

2027 Triennial – The 2027 NAB Triennial Conference will be held at Heartland Community Church in Median, Ohio, July 
15–17, 2027. It will be a church-based Triennial. We are very excited about using one of our own NAB churches to be a 
place where we celebrate God’s goodness and God’s faithfulness to us as a people of God. 



 
 
October 2025 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ of the North Central Association, 
 
To say we live in the midst of change would be an understatement. The battle for positions on 
various issues can be intense. Yes, battle. These show up regularly in our churches, as well. 
 
Does it seem that the culture is influencing the church far more than the opposite? Part of the 
battle involves people, who name Jesus as their Lord, attempting to move that influence. It’s like 
our fears cause us to retreat to different corners of a boxing ring in which we find most 
alignment and comfort. When we come to the center, it is for sparring, not sharing. Tragically, 
some resort to greater vitriol, even violence. 
 
But, I wonder what we are actually communicating. Is it the good news of Jesus and His 
kingdom? Does our light point to the glory of our Father in heaven? 
 
Recently, I was convicted in my own life that a “good thing” had become an idol. An idol is not a 
good thing, a dear brother (and the Holy Spirit) reminded me. “I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods 
before me.” Exodus 20:2-3 
 
It takes effort to truly listen to someone who views an issue very differently. Media (and 
churches?) promote the briefest of replies . . . and rarely much thought. 
 
How do we attend to the other as one the Lord views as precious? What if they also confess 
Jesus’ name and are one of His chosen, holy and beloved ones (Col. 3:12)? 
 
The Preface in the NAB Statement of Beliefs includes several purposes, including: 

●​ To further the sense of identity and the spirit of unity within our North American Baptist 
Conference by declaring our common doctrinal understanding; 

●​ To serve as a reference point when opinions differ; 
●​ To give a doctrinal witness beyond our Conference. 

 



The NAB Statement of Beliefs was adopted in 1982 and amended in 2012 with an affirmation of 
marriage, including a more detailed NAB Christian Affirmation of Marriage as an addendum. 
 
People are desperate to see Jesus, in the world, where we live . . . and in His church. O Lord, 
may I be led by Your Spirit, guided by Your word, humbling myself to both, serving You alone as 
God . . . for the sake of and living in the hope of King Jesus. 
 
Join me in welcoming those new (or to a new role) in the NCA since last October: 

●​ Philip (Leah) Nelson, chaplain, 119th Wing, Air National Guard, Fargo. October 2024. 
●​ Charlie (Andrea) Hogstad, executive pastor, River City Fargo. Charlie returns to the RC 

staff in a new position. October 2024. 
●​ John (Marisa) Swann, pastor, Herreid Baptist. December. 
●​ Gordon (Janis) Bakan, from supply to pastor, Venturia Baptist. January. 
●​ Kerry Bender, lead pastor, Bismarck Baptist. February. 
●​ Carl (Vicki) Sutter, interim intentional lead pastor, Century Baptist. May. 
●​ Jay (Michele) Clark, retired Army chaplain, presently Mental Health & Community Living 

Center Chaplain, VA Medical Center, Fargo. 
●​ Toby (Courtney) Haas, associate pastor of youth and family discipleship, Immanuel 

Baptist, Beulah. August. 
●​ Tim (Tracey) Houck served as part-time interim pastor at Anamoose and Martin since 

last fall, but began as full-time pastor September 1. 
●​ Caleb (Ana) Almen, youth minister, Bismarck Baptist. September. 
●​ Rod (Daylene) Poppinga, interim pastor, Washburn Baptist. September. 
●​ Carter (Delaney) Houck, interim associate pastor, Turtle Lake Baptist. October. 

 
Transitions include Chaplain Phil Nelson, who served as associate pastor at Beulah and 
part-time with the 119th Air Wing, before becoming full-time. Rick (Deb) Torkelson retired 
(May) after 32 years as pastor at Washburn. Danelle (Luke) Schlichenmayer, from elementary 
ministry director, Century Baptist, this summer. Rod Poppinga also relinquished his part-time 
pastor of care position at Bismarck Baptist recently. Grand Forks is trusting God for an 
associate, Century an elementary ministry director and Jamestown a lead pastor. 
 
I thank God for the pastors, ministry staff and other leaders of our churches. Thank you for 
serving our Lord with all your heart. That includes our NCA Executive committee members. 
 
Thank you for the sabbatical given me July-August. Thank you for continuing to pray, give and 
serve in your church, remembering us as we have the privilege of serving together with you.  
 
Blessings! 
 
Randy Jaspers, Northern Plains Regional Minister 
Email: nprjaspers@gmail.com 
Mobile: (701) 320-1222 

mailto:nprjaspers@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9/29/25   

 
Dear Association Members, 
 
The world is ever-changing, and the events of the last few weeks have demonstrated just how deeply 
our country needs Jesus.  As I watch the news and monitor what’s happening across social media, I feel 
a renewed resolve to speak the truth into the confusion.  It’s energizing to see that the ministry of the 
camp is just as relevant as ever and growing as the years go by.  My prayer is that we are in the midst of 
a revival that will awaken the next generation to follow after the Lord.  We certainly need a revival, and 
especially so as we have recently lost some great men of the faith.  May God build up many more to 
take their place and be bold witnesses for Christ.   
 
It was so good to see the Lord work at Crystal Springs Camp this summer. He brought a record number 
(1,457) of campers to our summer NAB programs. At times it felt like we were bursting at the seams, 
but that’s exactly the right kind of problem to have!  We actually started the summer a little short 
staffed, but God continued to bring us individuals to fill necessary roles at the right time.  He was 
teaching me to trust him every bit as much as he was teaching the kids.  Every year I tell my summer 
staff that “the days will be long, but the summer is short”, and that was definitely true this year.  It’s 
amazing how quickly the season goes by and we find ourselves busy with the Fall retreat schedule.  
Along with these events, we recently launched a new internship program at the camp focused on 
teaching the basics of the faith, Christian worldview and apologetics - all while serving and supporting 
the camp’s various project and programming needs.  We have two interns currently, and I am excited to 
see how the program might grow in the coming years.  
 
Continue to pray for these programs and also for the practical needs of the camp.  We are still working 
with the county and state to determine if the high water around camp can be removed through a 
pipeline project.  We have made tremendous progress with the completion of the project feasibility 
study, but there is still a preliminary engineering report that must be completed before moving forward.  
Please be in prayer that landowners and officials involved in the project would be supportive of the 
proposed pipeline solution, as currently not everyone is.  There is still confusion amongst the public 
about what the project entails and what the impacts might be, and the engineering firm involved in the 
project is doing their best to explain the benefits to all involved.  We have made it this far because the 
Lord has answered the prayers of his people.  Continued prayer is truly what will clear the pathway 
forward.     
 

   
To Him and Through Him, 

 
 
 

Tim Brenner 

Executive Director 

Crystal Springs Baptist Camp, Inc. 



 

Crystal Springs Baptist Camp Inc. 

Church and Para Church Organization Contributions & Attendees 

CHURCHES AND ORGANIZATIONS 2024 2024  

CH Ashley Baptist Church, Ashley, ND $9,234.00 9 

Bismarck Baptist Church, Bismarck, ND  $2,000.00 23 

Brandon Valley Baptist Church, Brandon, SD $150.00 0 

Calvary Baptist Church, Carrington, ND $10,000.00 10 

Central Valley Community Church, Hartford, SD  0 

Century Baptist Church, Bismarck, ND $12,000.00 146 

Cornerstone Community Church, Harvey ND $2,000.00 7 

Danzig Baptist Church, Avon, SD $500.00 14 

First Baptist Church, Avon, SD  0 
First Baptist Church, Chancellor, SD   0 

First Baptist Church, Emery, SD $2,000.00 9 

First Baptist Church, Eureka, SD $1,225.13 0 

First Baptist Church, Goodrich, ND $95.00 0 

First Baptist Church, Hebron, ND $100.00 0 

First Baptist Church, Linton, ND $15,304.00 9 

First Baptist Church, McIntosh, SD $500.00 0 

First Baptist Church, Mercer, ND $1,089.00 2 

First Baptist Church, Minot, ND $9,999.96 104 

First Baptist Church, Plevna, MT  0 

First Baptist Church, Valley City, ND $1,500.00 7 

First Baptist Church, Wishek, ND $8,455.50 20 

Grace Baptist Church, Gackle, ND $590.00 0 

Grace Baptist Church, Grand Forks, ND  $4,200.00 92 

Herreid Baptist Church, Herreid, SD $7,604.23 20 

Immanuel Baptist Church, Beulah, ND  47 

Immanuel Baptist Church, Wessington Springs, SD  0 

Martin Baptist Church, Martin, ND $2,500.00 11 

McClusky Baptist Church, McClusky, ND  $500.00 1 

Metropolitan Baptist Church, Fargo, ND $2,500.00 49 

New Leipzig Baptist Church, New Leipzig, ND $1,755.31 12 

River City Church, Fargo, ND  27 

River Community Church, Dell Rapids, SD  59 

Temple Baptist Church, Jamestown, ND $6,800.00 97 

Turtle Lake Baptist Church, Turtle Lake, ND $4,000.00 15 

United Community Baptist Church, Anamoose, ND $100.00 4 

Valley Baptist Church, Milbank, SD $100.00 1 

Venturia Baptist Church, Venturia, ND  3 

Washburn Baptist Church, Washburn, ND $2,500.00 23 

West Center Baptist Church, Madison, SD $1,000.00 19 

Non-NAB Churches and Organization  $15,120.66 965 

 

Total 

 

$127,072.79 1809 

 

 

 



Summer Camp Comparison 

Camp 2025 2024 2023 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 

FORGE - - - - - - - - - - 3 6 4 - 

True North – 

Guy’s 
11 7 4 4 5 - - - - - - - - - 

True North – 

Girl’s 

18 6 10 6 7 - - - - - - - - - 

Junior High 

Camp 

276 234 253 264 262 188 270 256 260 230 186 189 131 136 

Family I Camp 285 271 289 210 249 199 261 196 217 286 251 283 285 276 

Senior High 

Camp 

197 167 174 149 177 145 112 106 118 108 129 147 122 148 

Pathfinders 

(Intermediate Camp) 
212 175 285* 237 220 144 232 237 235 192 193 145 140 156 

Explorers 
(Junior Camp) 

147 162 163 154 200 141 149 163 140 126 108 123 147 121 

Family II Camp 214 192 154 100 146 159 139 182 168 167 138 99 96 112 

Adventurers 97 130 - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Total 1,457 1,344 1,332 1,124 1,266 976 1,163 1,140 1,138 1,109 1,008 992 925 949 

*Denotes the year we had 2 Intermediate Camps. 

2025 Summer Rentals Campers 2024 Summer Rentals Campers 
Prairie Partners (Kids/Teens) 34 Prairie Partners (Kids/Teens) 42 

Nazarene Kid’s Camp 217 Nazarene Kid’s Camp 196 

Youth For Christ 23 Youth For Christ 209 

Nazarene Teen Camp 282 Nazarene Teen Camp 272 

Buffalo City Church 110 Buffalo City Church 104 

Century Baptist Baptism 119 Century Baptist Baptism 170 

Church of God 183 Church of God 161 

Harvest Baptist Youth Camp  114 Moser Family Reunion 80 

Prayer Retreat 15 Summer Staff Wedding  220 

Total 1,097 Total 1,454 
 

2025 Summer Attendance Total 2,554 

2024 Summer Attendance Total 2,798 
 

Decisions 
2025 Camps Salvation Other 2024 Camps Salvation Other 2023 Camps Salvation Other 

Senior High 1 0 Senior High 0 0 Senior High 0 1 

Junior High 2 0 Junior High 5 0 Junior High 0 0 

Pathfinders 9 0 Intermediate 2 0 Intermediate 8 0 

Explorers 9 0 Junior 1 0 Junior 4 0 

Adventurers 3 0 NA 1 0 NA NA NA 

Total 2025 24 0 Total 2024 9 0 Total 2023 12 1 

 







 

 

 

 

 
“History Involves Everyone” 

 “Dissectologists” – people enjoy putting together jigsaw 

puzzles. The task of taking 1000 seemingly random puzzle 

pieces and connecting them in such a way that they create 

a coherent picture can be challenging but also rewarding. 

While each individual puzzle piece is different, each piece 

is also an essential part of the whole.  

 
In a sense, the story of the North American Baptist Conference (NABC) is similar to a large puzzle. Since the 

mid-1840’s, hundreds of pastors, missionaries, conference leaders and thousands of laymen and women have 

been serving in local church ministries, educational institutions, international missions, and other ministries 

such as evangelism teams, youth camps, senior living facilities, church planting, food banks and much more. 

The contributions of each individual congregation, organization, and person blend together into a picture of a 

conference of churches who love and serve Jesus. In contrast, however, to the puzzle shown above, the NABC-

picture is not yet complete, as God’s kingdom continues to expand to new places and as we continue to be the 

hands and feet of Jesus at home and abroad. 

The North American Baptist Heritage Commission was officially established at the 1991-NAB-Triennial 

Conference in Milwaukee and was tasked with collecting, preserving, organizing and displaying historical 

documents and artifacts – all of which, like pieces of a puzzle, fit together to paint a picture of how God has 

blessed the ministries of our conference of churches for more than 175 years. The Archives, located in Sioux 

Falls, SD is here to tell and preserve that story and to assist churches in their quests for NAB history. 

 
“Kannst du Deutsch Lesen?” 
 
The German phrase above asks the simple question: 

“can you read German?”  While the ability to read 

German-language-documents is not a requirement for 

employment in the Archives, it can be helpful. One of our 

major projects in the past year, involved the digitization of der Sendbote – the NAB’s German-language 

denominational news and devotional magazine which was published weekly from the 1890’s to the 1970’s. 



More than 100 rolls of microfilm were sent to a lab in Fort Worth, where they were scanned and transferred to a 

hard drive. Staff members in the Archives can now locate requests for obituaries and other denominational 

history and share the needed information in a digital format. Options for making der Sendbote available online 

are being considered.  

 

“A Picture Is Worth A Thousand Words” 

Recently, the Archives received 2 boxes of memorabilia from the estate of Missionary Florence Miller. 

Included were several containers of photo slides which portray in picture-format the many friends and ministry 

activities in her nearly 40 years of service in Japan. In the past 2-plus years, we have (primarily Darlene) spent 

hundreds of hours scanning some 10,000 slides (four at a time) of international missionaries, seminary 

activities, home missions, triennials, White Cross ministries, and women’s ministries. The photos can be copied 

and sent digitally. Constituents are welcome to visit the Archives and view the visual stories in person. 

 
“We Are Here to Serve” 
 
Please feel free to contact the Heritage Commission staff if you have questions about the history of your church 

or other NAB ministries. 

                                              

Our Heritage Horizons newsletter is available in both 

digital and postal formats. Please contact us at 

nabarchive@nabconf.org if you would like to be on our 

mailing list or with other inquiries or requests for 

assistance. 

 
   HERITAGE COMMISSION PERSONNEL:  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
    
 
 
  Randy Tschetter, Director                              Darlene Frueh – Assistant                            
                        rtschetter@nabconf.org                 dfrueh@nabconf.org            
  rtschetter@kairos.edu                    dfrueh@kairos.edu              
  605-274-2702         605-274-2731                              

 
 

mailto:nabarchive@nabconf.org
mailto:%20%20%20rtschetter@nabconf.org
mailto:dfrueh@nabconf.org
mailto:rtschetter@kairos.edu
mailto:dfrueh@kairos.edu


Greetings from Baptist Health & Rehab and Prairie Pointe Assisted Living! 

The work and ministry at Baptist Health & Rehab will turn 85 years old this year.  It was back during the 
1930’s when the dream of a Baptist Nursing Home was born.  After much discussion, the ladies of the 
Dakota Conference was able to put aside $100 to start a nursing home.  It may not seem like much 
today, but the property where the original Baptist Home was located was purchased for $160 back in 
the late 1930s.   

While we purchased the property located southeast of the State Capital at the corner of Boulevard Ave. 
and State Street, we were not able to build on it.  The world was going into a world war, so there were 
no building supplies available.  We purchased a house then located west of Sanford Hospital and 
operated for eight years as a very small facility. 

We were able to start building on our property after WW II ended and in 1948 we moved into “The 
Baptist Home for the Aged,” which was commonly known as “The Baptist Home.”  Our Director of 
Marketing will be hosting an “Open House” on the afternoon of October 1st. 

 

In 2009, we merged with Elim Care, a ministry of the Evangelical Free Church of America.  Upon Elim’s 
merger with Augustana Care, we became a part of Cassia Care.  A new nursing home was completed in 
2013 for 140 “Skilled Care” residents and our name was changed to Baptist Health Care Center. Since 
then the name has been changed again to Baptist Health & Rehab, to focus on the rehabilitation work 
that we offer.  Prairie Pointe Assisted Living was completed in 2018 and houses 60 units.  Twenty of 
these units are “Basic Care” (a level of care between Assisted Living and Skilled Care that is only offered 
in North Dakota) and the other forty units are Assisted Living rooms. 

 

Baptist Health & Rehab (2013 – Present) 

The Baptist 
Home 

1948 - 2013 



 

We are very proud of our chapel.  This room was completely paid for before we moved into it back in 
2013.  The chapel was paid for by churches and individual Christians with the belief that no government 
agency would be able to tell us what we could or couldn’t do in the chapel. This year we upgraded the 
sound system of the chapel.  We added an additional speaker in the front of the chapel and added a 
number of microphones to allow for music groups that come into our chapel.  We also added an HDMI 
connection at the front of the chapel to use for computer presentations for chapel and for educational 
purposes. 

As we come to the close of 2025, it is worthwhile to see a summary of what takes place in chapel 
ministry. The Sunday worship service begins at 10:00 each Sunday morning.  We remain to be the only 
Care Center in North Dakota with a Sunday morning worship service for all residents.  Pastor Merle 
usually leads this service with Pastor Perry from Prairie Pointe leading one service per month. 

Those who have served as pianists for the Sunday morning service as well as communion and hymn 
sings are: Mary Syvrud, Beverly Potter, Dalonnes Roemmich, Deb Grubb, Tyann Sinnamon, and Joanne 
Drevlow.  Those serving as volunteers in the chapel include Greg and Sherry Ferderer, Mary Ann Delzer,  
Bonnie Bittermann, Andrew and Cynthia Brostrom, and Dianne Hoots. 

The church groups from which most of the residents have worshipped are the Catholic Church and the 
various Lutheran Synods.  We are located in the St Anne’s Catholic Parish so they lead our catholic 
residents in Mass each Friday followed by Rosary.  There are three different priests who came from their 
parish to lead the Mass. 

Lutheran Communion is hold once per month.  The schedule includes Lord of Life Lutheran – January, 
Grace Lutheran Brethren in in February and June, Faith Lutheran – Ash Wednesday, Good Shepherd 
Lutheran – April, Trinity Lutheran – May, Bethlehem Lutheran, Wing – August, First Lutheran, Mandan – 
September, First Lutheran, Bismarck – October and House of Prayer Lutheran – November. 

The months of November and December were extremely busy in the chapel. I want to close my report 
with some pictures of chapel activities from Veterans Day, Memorial service and Christmas in 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptist Health & Rehab 

Chapel 

Sincerely in Christ, Rev. Dr. Merle Hoots, Chaplain, Baptist Health & Rehab 
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Church Investors Fund
2025 Association Report

Greetings from everyone here at Church Investors Fund, and blessings to you,    

the church, and the communities you faithfully serve!

Health of our Ministry

2025 has been a strong year for Church Investors Fund. We are having one

of our best years in both new loans and investments. Behind every investment

dollar there is an individual or church that is choosing to have their resources go

towards funding ministry. Along with strong investment dollar growth, we have

also started to see growth in the number of new investors, which is a great sign

for the long-term health of Church Investors Fund. While the interest rate environment remains 

elevated and margins tighter than usual, we are seeing signs of moderating volatility and 

an adjustment back to longer-term trends. As of the date of this letter, all borrowing ministry 

partners are current with their payments. We are thankful for their faithfulness in honoring 

their obligations. Our liquidity remains healthy, and we stand ready to keep funding ministry 

projects. Overall, we are optimistic and have great momentum going forward! 

Highlights

Webinars! Our next webinar for pastors and church leadership, Keys to a 

Successful Christian Preschool Ministry, will be on November 13, 2025 at 10:00 

a.m. (PST). Visit our website to reserve your spot!

Investments needed! The churches we serve are growing. Help us ensure there 

are suffi  cient funds available to loan out so that we can continue to further God’s 

kingdom. The good news is that everything can now be completed conveniently 

online, even the banking information. Visit us at www.ChurchInvestorsFund.org and click on 

the “Invest Now” link in the upper right corner to get started helping build churches.

Loan demand remains strong! Over $17,000,000 in loans has been funded 

this year. These churches’ ministries are funded by the support of other churches 

and individuals who invest their God-given resources. Please consider sharing 

the Church Investors Fund ministry with your church. Reach out to us at 

ministryoutreach@cifi nc.org or call us at (800) 543-2343 to learn more.

Prayer - As a staff , we pray weekly for our investors, all the NAB churches, their leadership, 

their communities, and their Associations. We also pray for missionaries, pastors, the wider 

church, and the unrest in this country and the world. Let us know how we can pray for you!

Bookkeeping - We started a new bookkeeping service in 2022 and have begun serving a few 

churches with various bookkeeping needs.

 - Igor Mokhov / President



NCA Scholarship Fund Report 
 
There are scholarships available to anyone preparing for ministry.  This 
includes students attending colleges, universities and Bible schools as 
they prepare to train for ministry. Scholarship are available for 
pastors and church workers studying to further their education in the 
work that they are now doing. Scholarships are also available for people 
attending Bible school prior to continuing their chosen occupations.  
Online courses of study can also be supported. 
 
The Fund was started by the Men's Brotherhood in what was in the past 
the Northern ND Association as a part of the Men's Brotherhood.  At that 
time support came from Association meetings and singfests. sponsored by 
the Men's Brotherhood.  When the Northern Association merged with the 
South Central Association to become the North Central Association of 
today the Fund continued to be supported by churches, individuals and 
offerings at singfests.  Eventually the Brotherhood disbanded and the 
Fund is now an auxiliary entity of the NCA.  The Fund is supported 
financially by NCA churches and individuals. 
 
The current maximum scholarship award is $2000 per school year 
depending 
on the needs of the individual applying.  Currently there are ample 
funds available to support several students.  Two students have applied 
and have been awarded scholarships for this year.  An application for 
the NCA Scholarship Fund can be found at npregion.org under NCA 
Resources at Miscellaneous Resources.  We now take applications year 
around due to the changing nature of education availability. 
 
We ask that you spread the word about the availability of scholarships 
to anyone you think might be interested. 

 

Dwight Enockson 

http://npregion.org/


WHITE CROSS USA 
Ministry Report October 2025 

 
As an entirely volunteer-run ministry, White Cross USA has been blessed by God with a great 
number of volunteers and a plethora of medical equipment and supplies to ship to Cameroon. From 
November 2, 2024 through September 27, 2025, we have shipped five 40-foot shipping containers 
filled with equipment and supplies. It has been the busiest year since White Cross moved to 
Bismarck in November 2020.  
 
As a ministry that operates solely on the donations of churches, individuals, and ministries across 
the USA, we are grateful to have received a check for $1,849 from KNDR/KXRP as their ministry 
partner from their annual Shar-a-thon fundraising event last month. Many churches financially 
support White Cross as do many individuals who contribute monthly to the ministry. With the cost of 
shipping a container being $11-12K we have spent $60,000 on the transport of hospital beds, exam 
tables, waiting room chairs, IV poles, over-the-bed tables, and a host of other items for medical 
clinics and hospitals, as well as medical supplies of 4x4 squares, rolled bandages, and absorbent 
pads (items which historically are associated with the White Cross ministry).  
 
This past year we sent a container of equipment and supplies from the old Towner County Medical 
Center in Cando, ND, as well as another container sent from the old Heart of America Medical 
Center in Rugby, ND. Those two opportunities exemplified the involvement of the entire body of 
Christ resulting in relationship building, assimilation, and inclusion of additional people into this 
ministry which has really been encouraging to watch and participate in.  
 
Across the North American Baptist Conference of churches, we have witnessed dozens of churches 
supporting the ministry with medical supplies. A church in California sent a box of sewn drawstring 
bags which are perfect to use as a gift bag to hold all of the baby items we send. Other churches 
have joined in the sewing of these lovely cloth bags. Each mother receives the bag filled with a 
blanket, two cloth diapers, a sleeper, a knit baby hat and a welcome Bible Verse for their 
newborns. This is given as an incentive for the mothers to give birth in the hospital. 
 
Our volunteers enjoy tours of the White Cross warehouse, and we’ve given many over the past few 
years. We average about three work teams per month at the warehouse.  We are so blessed to 
have students and adults from our region of churches to sort and inspect fabric items from Central 
Dakota Hospital Laundry and area nursing homes.  Usable items are loaded into shipping 
boxes.  Other items are either repaired or repurposed. We have a very productive detail work team 
at Century Baptist meeting the mornings of the second and fourth Thursday each month.  We 
welcome newcomers from all churches and communities in the NCA. 
 
CHI / St. Alexius Hospital and Essential Health have been very generous with their donations of 
hospital beds, exam tables, IV poles and other equipment. Crystal Springs Baptist camp is a drop-off 
site for White Cross items.  They also promote White Cross and provide related activities to the 
campers by rolling bandages and cutting 4" squares. 
 
We are appreciative of the support of our NCA churches, blessed to be able to serve alongside you 
in this medical ministry to our brothers and sisters in Christ in Cameroon.  
 
 
White Cross USA Lead Team 
Dan & Debbie Long, Doug & Robyn Wonnenberg, Connie Grause, Paul Herr 

 



2025 Moderator Report 

 

It has been an honor to serve the NCA as the moderator for the past year with an 
outstanding executive team. We continue to strive to effectively serve the churches of the 
NCA. 

This year we sent out a survey and would like to thank all who responded. Here is a 
breakdown of what we learned: 

•  Churches, pastors and staff value our regional minister 
• The NCA does a bit above average in fulfilling our stated purpose (scored 3.5 out of 

5) 
• We need to work on improving the relationship between NCA churches 
• We need work on improving our relationship as an executive with our member 

churches  
• Churches would like to see connecting events and leadership training  
• People highly value fellowship at our annual meeting  

 
This past summer Regional Minister Randy Jaspers was granted a sabbatical. It was very 
valuable for Randy and will benefit our association. The Regional Leadership team found so 
much value in this purposeful time to rejuvenate and study that Randy will be granted a 
month again next summer. Thank you for respecting Randy’s time of sabbatical. 
 
We look forward to the future and how we will be able to serve the churches of the NCA if 
you have any questions, comments or suggestions please don’t hesitate to contact one of 
the executive team members. 
 
We continue to hear about positive ministries in various churches around our association 
and encourage all churches to be active and vital in the communities they are in. 
 
May 2026 bring a renewed spirit and revival in our churches and communities and may we 
all seize the opportunities God puts in our paths. Let us have a kingdom mindset in all we 
do. 
 
In Christ  
James Schnabel Moderator  



2024 NCA Business Meeting Agenda and minutes 
10/12/24 

 
 
More than 15 churches were in attendance. 
54 delegates were also in attendance. 
 
Ethan Johnson, Moderator, Called the meeting to Order: 4:03 PM  
 
Reviewed Minutes from the 2023 Meeting 
 
Treasurer Report 
 We are currently on track for income and expenses 
 
2025 Budget Proposal covered. 
 
Nominating Committee Update 
 There are some changes needed in the Executive Committee. 
  Biographical information for the nominees is in the Packet. 
 Moderator - Jim Schnabel 
 Recording Secretary - Rich Cook 
 Treasurer - Tony Neu 
 Regional Leadership Team Rep - Chris Hoke 
 At Large - Jeremy Nelson. 
 
There were no questions before the vote 
 
Vote - 53 ballots cast.  All measures passed. 
 Minutes, Budget and Executive Team approved 
 
Update by Tim Brenner about Crystal Springs Baptist Camp. 
 Campus Crusade event going on now at the camp. 
 A quick summary of summer events and staff was given. Tim explained an activity that 
helped the campers understand the Theme: The weight of sin and the glory of God.  It involved 
log chains and picking up bricks and items to weigh it down.  Sin weighs us down.  We need to let 
Jesus take it away.   
 Tim shared other stories of campers and how their lives were impacted.   
 Water issue update: State has placed a water monitor in Stink Lake.  The water is rising.  It 
affects about a 200 square mile area.  A feasibility study is in the works.  Stuttsman County 
Commissioners will cover some of the cost.  The state will cover some.  Others are making 
contributions. There could be roadblocks, but if the study goes through it could be complete in 4 
months.  It could still take 3-4 years to put answers in place to mitigate water damage.  Spiritual 
conversations are taking place with neighbors because of this.  Should know more about the 
feasibility study within the next month.   
 - Ethan prayed for the camp.  



 
 
Regional Minister Report 
 Randy shared how there seems to be a lot of issues about citizenship.  Have we become more 
enamored with our citizenship then with Scripture calling us aliens and strangers.  Our citizenship 
is a heavenly one.   
 - Randy thanked everyone for coming and participating.  He sees that we have become 
increasingly isolated as people and churches.   
 - Romanians have a focus on community and prayer.  How are we doing with these?   
 
Other Business, Reports, and Testimonies 
 
- Missio Church/ Josh Huseby 
 Missio has been a church plant since 2020 from Century Baptist.  They are at a point where 
they are becoming autonomous.  They wish to become a member of the NCA. 
 Josh and another leader, Michael, shared some stories about their ministry.   
 The Executive Committee made a recommendation to accept Missio Church as a member of 
the NCA.  Seconded by Jake Peterson.    
 No questions.  Vote: Passed unanimously.   
 
- Jim Schnabel shared as a representation from Venturia Baptist.  Pastor Vern Dalstein passed 
away.  Jim updated us on what is happening with Vern’s wife, Sherry.  Thanked the association 
for outpouring of love. 
 
- Randy, thanked Ethan for 9 years of service as Moderator of the NCA.   
 - Also a thank you to Kaylene Reddig for her service on the NCA Executive. 
 
Adjournment: Ethan closed in prayer at 4:43 pm. 



North Central Association
Statement of Financial Position

As of December 31, 2024

ASSETS Dec-24 Dec-23 $ Change

 • Ministry Seed Fund Restricted 10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00
 • Church Planting Restricted 10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00
 • General Checking Account 40,255.98 39,418.33 837.65

Total Checking/Savings 60,255.98 59,418.33 837.65

 • CD maturing 5-9-2025 175,784.00 168,605.98 7,178.02

TOTAL ASSETS 236,039.98 228,024.31 8,015.67

INCOME JAN-DEC 24 BUDGET $ OVER 
BUDGET

Member Church support 86,071.24 90,100.08 -4,028.84

EXPENSE
Transfers to Regional 83,500.00 83,500.00 0.00
NCA Annual Meeting 337.59 2,000.04 -1,662.45

Hazard-Liability Insurance 1,011.00 1,100.04 -89.04
General Office Supplies 385.00 385.00

Office Executive Committee 0.00 1,500.00 -1,500.00
Pastoral Resourcing & Enrichment 0.00 2,000.04 -2,000.04

TOTAL EXPENSE 85,233.59 90,100.12 -4,866.53

NET INCOME 837.65

North Central Association
2024 Budget vs. Actual

January through December 2024



North Central Association
Statement of Financial Position

As of September 30, 2025

ASSETS Sep 30, 25 Sep 30, 24 $ Change

 • Ministry Seed Fund Restricted 10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00
 • Church Planting Restricted 10,000.00 10,000.00 0.00
 • General Checking Account 49,007.01 37,357.99 11,649.02

Total Checking/Savings 69,007.01 57,357.99 11,649.02

 • CD maturing 5-9-2026 184,820.19 175,784.00 9,036.19

TOTAL ASSETS 253,827.20 233,141.99 20,685.21

INCOME JAN-SEP 25 BUDGET $ OVER 
BUDGET

Member Church support 72,575.01 67,575.06 4,999.95

EXPENSE
Transfers to Regional 62,625.00 62,625.00 0.00
NCA Annual Meeting 0.00 1,500.03 -1,500.03

Hazard-Liability Insurance 930.00 825.03 104.97
Workmans Comp Insurance 250.00 250.00

General Office Supplies 18.98 18.98
Office Executive Committee 0.00 1,125.00 -1,125.00

Pastoral Resourcing & Enrichment 0.00 1,500.03 -1,500.03

TOTAL EXPENSE 63,823.98 67,575.09 -3,751.11

NET INCOME 8,751.03

North Central Association
2025 Budget vs. Actual

January through September 2025



 

Greetings churches and members of the NCA, 

It is a privilege on behalf of the NCA Executive Team, to invite you to the 2025 
NCA Annual meeting at the Immanuel Baptist Church, 400 Sunny Drive, 
Beulah, ND  Saturday, October 25 with a retreat for pastors and their 
spouses Friday, October 24.  We are looking forward to our guest speaker 
Merv Budd. This year’s theme is “Rethinking Evangelism: Preparing for 
Evangelism in a Post-Christian Culture.”  We will also have the opportunity to 
hear from Jeff Kilmartin, Rich Cook, Randall Tschetter, and the White Cross 
ministry.  We look forward to gathering together for fellowship and worshiping 
together as well as conducting the business of our association.  

 

 

 

2025 Schedule  

 

Friday, October 24: Pastors/Ministry Staff and Spouses Mini-Retreat 

(Includes retired pastors, missionaries and spouses) 

- 1 pm – Welcome 
- 1:30 pm – Session #1: A Personal Story of God’s Grace - Merv Budd 
- 2:30 pm – Fellowship / R&R 
- 5 pm – Supper (catered) 
- 6 pm – Session #2: Polygamy in the Church - Jeff Kilmartin 
- 7 pm – Fellowship / R&R 

Recommended accommodations: Cobblestone Inn and AmericInn, Beulah 

 

 



 

Saturday, October 25: NCA Annual gathering 

- 9:30 am – Worship through Song 
- 9:45 am – Jeff Kilmartin 
- 10 am – Main Session 1: Rethinking Evangelistic Assumptions, Merv 
- 11 am – Breakout Session #1 

o Breakout Session Choices: 
▪ Merv Budd – Q & A on Personal Evangelism 
▪ Jeff Kilmartin – A Modern Book of Acts 
▪ Rich Cook – The Pastor’s Finances 
▪ Randy Tschetter – The Importance of Our NAB Stories 

- 12:15 pm – Lunch (Offering received for meal & meeting expenses) 
- 1:15 pm – Worship through Song 
- 1:30 pm – Main Session #2: The Art of Gospeling - Merv 
- 2:30 pm – Breakout Session #2 

o Breakout Session Choices 
▪ Merv Budd – Q & A on Personal Evangelism 
▪ Jeff Kilmartin – A Modern Book of Acts 
▪ Rich Cook – The Pastor’s Finances 
▪ White Cross Presentation and Participation 

- 3:45 pm – Business Meeting 
- 4:30 pm - Estimated concluding time 

Speakers: 
Merv Budd: Sr. Minister, North Burlington Baptist Church, Burlington, ON, 
and NAB Missional Initiatives Team member 
Jeff Kilmartin: NAB Missionary to Cameroon, former pastor 
Rich Cook: pastor, FBC Linton, ND, and NCA recording secretary 
Randy Tschetter: director, NAB Heritage Commission; retired pastor and 
Sioux Falls Seminary administrator 
 

 



2025 NCA Business Meeting Agenda 

Call to Order  

Review Minutes of the 2024 Meeting  

Treasurer Report 

2025 Budget Proposal  

Nominating Committee Report  

Vote  

Regional Minister Report  

Other Business, Reports, and Testimonies  

Adjournment 

 

 

NCA 2026 Budget Proposal 

 

Annual meeting & training       3,000 

Office and Executive Committee      1,500 

Liability Insurance        1,300 

Northern Plains Regional Minister    83,500 

Ministry Enrichment        3,000 

TOTAL 2026 Proposed Budget                         $92,300 

 



 

Delegate Information for Business Session (3:45 pm) 

Excerpt from the NCA Constitution and Bylaws concerning delegates:  

A. Each member church shall have five delegates for the first 200 members of 
the church and one additional delegate for each additional 100 members as 
specified below. Each church may also select an alternate for each delegate 
to serve in his or her absence. The delegates and their alternates from each 
church shall be active members of that church and shall include at least one 
member from each of the three following categories: 

        1. The senior pastor or pastoral designee. The pastoral designee may be:   
-An Associate Pastor -A lay leader when the pastor serves multiple churches. 
-A lay leader when the church is without a pastor.  

         2. A member of the governing lay leadership board of that church.  

         3. Members at large of that church.  

Continue below for the Business Meeting Agenda, the 2026 Proposed Budget, 
and a Registration Form. Please make copies for your leaders, delegates, and 
congregation. Looking forward to seeing you in Beulah! 

In Christ, 
 
James Schnabel, Moderator  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

NCA Executive Committee candidate Bio’s: 

 

Peggy Bettenhausen: 

My husband Reggie and I live in rural Wishek where Reggie farms and I 
am a substitute teacher.  We are members of First Baptist of Wishek where 
I am involved with children and music ministries and serve as church clerk. 
I was raised in a NAB church and attended Crystal Springs Camp where I 
came to know Jesus as my Savior. Reggie and I have 4 married children 
and 9 grandchildren. 

 

 

Keith Hurlbut: 

Keith has been a Pastor for 15 years and has spent the last 6 years as the 
pastor of Calvary Baptist in Carrington.  He has a passion for preaching 
and teaching God's Word.  He has been married to Colleen for 26 years 
and has 3 grown children.   

 

 



 

 

2024 NCA Annual Meeting Ballot (SAMPLE) 

 

 

 

NCA Executive Team 

 

 

At-Large: 

- Peggy Bettenhausen                 Yes            No 

 

- Keith Hurlbut                              Yes            No 
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